Section Results:
Both VHLaK and ZnF197 are widely expressed in human tissues. The Northern blot probed with the VHLaK specific cDNA fragment located in exon 7 shows two transcripts of ~7.5 and 3.0 kb in muscle tissues and a single 3.0 kb transcript in other tissues. The same blot probed with VHLaK cDNA fragment corresponding to exons from 1 to 5, which also detects the ZnF197 transcript, shows three transcripts of ~7.5, 4.4 and 3.0 kb (Supplementary Figure 1A) . These results are consistent with previously published results by others (Gonsky et al., 1997) . While the ZnF197 transcript is approximately 4.4 kb in length, the VHLaK cDNA sequence determined in this report is likely to be a fulllength transcript that corresponds to the 3.0-kb band in the Northern blot. Although some transcripts cannot be detected in some tissues by Northern blot due to its lower sensitivity compared to RT-PCR, both VHLaK and ZnF197 transcripts are expressed ubiquitously in all checked tissues as demonstrated by RT-PCR (Supplementary Figure 1B) . Furthermore, the VHLaK and ZnF197 sequences were used to search the EST data via NCBI web site and the results show that both VHLaK and ZnF197 transcripts exist in the following tissues: brain, testis, lung, skeletal muscle, placenta, colon, breast, ovary, thyroid, germ cells and liver. VHLaK transcript is also found in kidney, prostate, adrenal gland, fetal retina, retinoblastoma, fetal heart, and uterus, etc. B.
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